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PSALMODY

Venite
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C O come, let us sing to the Lord,
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving,
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise.
For the Lord is a great God
and a great king above all gods.
The deep places of the earth are in His hand;
the strength of the hills is His also.
The sea is His, for He made it,
and His hand formed the dry land.
O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.
For He is our God,
and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Additional Psalm
C 1Remember, O LORD, in David’s favor,
all the hardships he endured,
2
how he swore to the LORD
and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob,
3
“I will not enter my house
or get into my bed,
4
I will not give sleep to my eyes
or slumber to my eyelids,
5
until I find a place for the LORD,
a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.”
6
Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah;
we found it in the fields of Jaar.
7
“Let us go to his dwelling place;
let us worship at his footstool!”
8

Arise, O LORD, and go to your resting place,
you and the ark of your might.
9
Let your priests be clothed with righteousness,
and let your saints shout for joy.
10
For the sake of your servant David,
do not turn away the face of your anointed one.
11

The LORD swore to David a sure oath
from which he will not turn back:
“One of the sons of your body
I will set on your throne.
12
If your sons keep my covenant
and my testimonies that I shall teach them,
their sons also forever
shall sit on your throne.”
13

For the LORD has chosen Zion;
he has desired it for his dwelling place:
14
“This is my resting place forever;
here I will dwell, for I have desired it.
15
I will abundantly bless her provisions;
I will satisfy her poor with bread.
16
Her priests I will clothe with salvation,
and her saints will shout for joy.
17
There I will make a horn to sprout for David;
I have prepared a lamp for my anointed.
18
His enemies I will clothe with shame,
but on him his crown will shine.”

Psalm 132

760 What God Ordains Is Always Good

5 What God ordains is always
good:
Though I the cup am drinking
Which savors now of bitterness,
I take it without shrinking.
For after grief
God gives relief,
My heart with comfort filling
And all my sorrow stilling.

6 What God ordains is always good:
This truth remains unshaken.
Though sorrow, need, or death be
mine,
I shall not be forsaken.
I fear no harm,
For with His arm
He shall embrace and shield me;
So to my God I yield me.
Text and tune: Public domain

READINGS
Holy Gospel
John 6:1–15
1
After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which
is the Sea of Tiberias. 2And a large crowd was following him, because they
saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 3Jesus went up on the mountain,
and there he sat down with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the feast of the
Jews, was at hand. 5Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd
was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread,
so that these people may eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew
what he would do. 7Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not
buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples,
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has
five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10Jesus said,
“Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the
men sat down, about five thousand in number. 11Jesus then took the loaves,
and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated.
So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12And when they had eaten their
fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may
be lost.” 13So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with
fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten. 14When
the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the
Prophet who is to come into the world!”
15
Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to
make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
Reading Response
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Responsory (Lent)

Sermon

LSB 222

CANTICLE
Benedictus
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C Blessed be the Lord God of Israel;
for He has visited and redeemed His people
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of His servant David,
as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets,
who have been since the world began:
that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
to perform the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember His holy covenant,
the oath that He swore to our father Abraham,
to grant us that we,
being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve Him without fear,
in holiness and righteousness before Him
all the days of our life.
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare His ways;
to give knowledge of salvation to His people
in the forgiveness of their sins,
through the tender mercy of our God;
when the day shall dawn upon us from on high
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

PRAYER
Kyrie
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Collects
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Collect of the Day
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning;
and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children
and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
For the Nation
Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage. Grant that
we remember Your generosity and constantly do Your will. Bless our land
with honest industry, truthful education, and an honorable way of life. Save
us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and
from every evil course of action. Grant that we, who came from many
nations with many different languages, may become a united people.
Support us in defending our liberties, and give those to whom we have
entrusted the authority of government the spirit of wisdom, that there may be
justice and peace in our land. When times are prosperous, may our hearts be
thankful, and in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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For the Sick
O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body; You chasten and You
heal. Show mercy to Your servant(s) [name(s)]. Spare [his/her/their] life
(lives) and restore [his/her/their] strength. Even as You gave Your Son to
bear our infirmities and sicknesses, deal compassionately with Your
servant(s) and bless [him/her/them] with Your healing power. We commit
[him/her/them] to Your gracious mercy and protection; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen.
Collect for Grace
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely
brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your
mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any
kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance,
may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all
my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
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Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Benediction
The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.
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Remember to be generous in your offerings to the church,
especially at this critical time when services are suspended but
expenses still continue. You can always mail your offering to St.
John’s or ask the church office to be registered for automatic
monthly withdrawals from a checking account.
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:16)
X
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Church & School News, Events, & Announcements
All Events & Services have been canceled until further notice.
The elders, in conjunction with the incoming interim pastor, will continue to
assess the national and state guidelines for quarantine in order to determine
when to resume physical services at St. John’s.
Card Shower: Since services have been canceled and we are unable to have a
meal for Pastor and his family, the elders have decided to do a card shower as a
way to say thank you for their years of service here at St. John’s Lutheran
Church. You may mail cards, gift cards and any other way of saying thank you to
the church (200 Charleston Avenue) until March 27. After that, please mail
them to his house at 616 Wabash Avenue, Mattoon. Please help us shower him
with cards and say thank you!
Remember to be generous in your offerings to the church, especially at this
critical time when services are suspended but expenses still continue. You
can always mail your offering to St. John’s or ask the church office to be
registered for automatic monthly withdrawals from a checking account.
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices
are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:16)

With Pastor Jacobsen accepting a call to Sioux Valley, Minnesota, we will
be addressing the need for an Interim Pastor during the vacancy. Rev Sharp,
our Circuit Counselor, will be working to identify an individual as an Interim
Pastor. Secondly, the elders will be meeting with Circuit Counselor and the
President of Central Illinois District to start the process of identifying needs of
the congregation. In addition, we will also be accepting names from the
congregation to consider for a possible call. We will continue to update as
appropriate as we work through the process. Thank you, Board of Elders
Easter Egg Hunt: The egg hunt has been canceled. We will (hopefully)
reschedule at a later date. Stay tuned!
Scholarship Fund: St. John's Lutheran School registration has begun for the
2020-2021 school year. That means families will be applying for financial aid.
Last year, we were blessed to award $31,000 amongst 35 students! We
anticipate several families will re-apply and new families will have interest, but
our available funds right now are only about $17,000. Please consider a
donation to this important mission, so that we may equip more students for
service.
Easter Lily Order: We are still ordering the lily plants! If you need an order
form, please email bailey@stjohns-mattoon.org or call the church office at 2344923. The form is also on the back of this bulletin.

OFFERING
Budgeted
Collected

Previous Bal
$91,540
$69,805

Last Week
$9,154
$5,237

Current Bal
$100,694
$75,042

MISSIONS: $1,780
GATHERED IN WORSHIP LAST WEEK: SUNDAY: 8:00 AM: 72 10:30AM: 84

TOTAL: 156

Prayers of Sympathy for the families of Laveta Reel, Harry Popendieker, and
August Stortzum.
Those In Need of Comfort, Health, & Recovery (Recently Added):
Susie Swisher
Dale Wheeler
Tara Stortzum
Carolyn Phillips
Adam Sears – Nephew of Diepholz family
Don Booher – Zschau Family Friend
Marlese Cook – Friend of the Ervin Family
Ted Shields – Friend of the Ferree Family
Other Prayers:
Jason Wetzel – Stationed in Baghdad
Brent Mauck – Stationed in Kuwait
Rob & Tabitha Ames – School family for aid in adoption

Easter Lily
Order Form
Easter is just around the corner and we will be decorating the church again
this year with Easter Lilies.
If you would care to purchase a plant or plants to help beautify the chancel
for our Easter services, please mark and return the form below to the
church office with your payment, by Sunday, April 5.
If you have any questions, call the church office at 2344923.
Qty. _______ Lily(s) at $14.00 each.
Please print clearly.
Given by:__________________________________________
In Memory of:______________________________________
Phone:_____________________________________________

