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GUESTS, we pray you are comforted by the Gospel and feel welcome 
among us. We invite you to introduce yourselves. 

OUR TEACHING ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
Attending communion at our altar indicates agreement with the 
doctrine and teachings of Scripture that our Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod confesses. Therefore, only confirmed members of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod should come forward without first 
speaking to the pastor and being instructed. Thank you.

CHILDREN OF ALL AGES ARE WELCOME in the Divine Service. Restrooms 
and a cry room/nursery are located in the narthex. 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE with all page numbers for the hymnal,  
Lutheran Service Book, is found in this bulletin, as well as each week’s 
Propers*. The end of the bulletin contains St. John’s weekly news and 
announcements. The large-print bulletins also contain the hymns and 
liturgy for the convenience of those who may need it. 

*The Propers are the Psalm verses (Introit and Gradual) and Readings that are 
appointed for (or “proper to”) the particular Sunday in the Church Year. 
  

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a 
parish of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (lcms.org),  where 
God’s people gather to receive the 
gifts of Jesus Christ in Word and 
Sacrament. Welcome in the name 
of the Lord! 

We are blessed to have a vibrant 
and growing parochial school,  
St. John’s Lutheran School 
(Preschool & K–8), serving the 
families of the church and the 
Mattoon community with a  
Christ-centered education. 
For more information, visit  
stjls-mattoon.com, or contact the 
school office at 217-234-4911. 

 



Divine Service, Setting Three, 
Lutheran Service Book, page 184 
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Prelude 
Announcements 

Opening Hymn: O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright ............... 395 
Stand for the final stanza. 

Confession and Absolution ................................................ page 184 

Introit (sung responsively with cantor) Psalm 84:1–2a; 77:18b 

 
Your lightnings lighted | up the world;* 
 the earth trem- | bled and shook. 
How lovely is your dwelling place, O | Lord of hosts!* 
 My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts | of the Lord. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Your lightnings lighted | up the world;* 
 the earth trem- | bled and shook. 

Kyrie and Gloria in Excelsis ...................................... pages 186–189 

Salutation and Collect of the Day .................................... page 189 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You 
confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and 
Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully 
foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with 
the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance 
in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Hymns 
395   413 
414   642 
415   417 



Sit 
Old Testament Reading Exodus 34:29–35 
 29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of 
the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did 
not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with 
God. 30Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin 
of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses 
called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned 
to him, and Moses talked with them. 32Afterward all the people of Israel 
came near, and he commanded them all that the Lord had spoken with him 
in Mount Sinai. 33And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he 
put a veil over his face. 
 34Whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he 
would remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came out and told 
the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35the people of Israel would 
see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face was shining. And Moses 
would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  2 Peter 1:16–21 
 16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known 
to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For when he received honor and glory from 
God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18we ourselves 
heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy 
mountain. 19And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to 
which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20knowing this 
first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own 
interpretation. 21For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but 
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
Alleluia and Verse (sung by Youth Choir) Psalm 96:2–3 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Sing to the LORD; tell of His salvation from day to day. 

Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among the 
people! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



Holy Gospel Matthew 17:1–9 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 1After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his 
brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became white as light. 3And behold, there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. 4And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that 
we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5He was still speaking when, behold, 
a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 
him.” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were 
terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no 
fear.” 8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus 
only. 
 9And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded 
them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the 
dead.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles’ Creed ...................................................................... page 192

Sit 
Hymn of the Day: O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair ................... 413
Youth Choir sings stanza 3. 

Sermon 

Stand 
Offertory: Create in Me ................................................... pages 192–193 

Sit 
Offering 
Please take this time to fill out the red record of fellowship at the end of the pew. 

Stand 
Prayer of the Church 

 



T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

Preface through Agnus Dei ....................................... pages 194–198 

Sit 
 Distribution Hymns (as needed) 

Youth Choir: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (LSB 411) 

‘Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here .............................................................. 414 
O Living Bread from Heaven ........................................................... 642 
Jesus on the Mountain Peak ............................................................. 415 

Stand 
Nunc Dimittis through Benediction ..................... pages 199–202 

Closing Hymn: Alleluia, Song of Gladness .................................... 417

Postlude 
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Farewell to the Alleluia: Gesimatide, or Pre-Lent, begins next 
Sunday with Septuagesima (meaning “70 days,” as it is roughly that 
many days before Easter). Pre-Lent is a short, three-Sunday season 
that bridges the gap between Epiphany and Lent. During Pre-Lent 
and Lent, certain liturgical elements, such as the “Gloria in Excelsis” 
and the singing of “Alleluias” are omitted as we turn our attention 
to the Passion of our Lord. Thus, it’s customary to “bid farewell,” as 
it were, to the Alleluias, since we won’t sing them again until Easter. 
That’s what our Closing Hymn, Alleluia, Song of Gladness, is all about. 
It reminds us that—like the Israelites in exile, who hung up their 
harps and could no longer sing their glad song when taken into 
Babylon (Ps. 137)—so do we “for a while forego” singing our glad 
Alleluias. “For the solemn time is coming when our tears for sin 
must flow” (st. 3). 

 

     



 01/29/2023                         02/05/2023       
      Transfiguration  Septuagesima 

Those in Need of Comfort, Health, & Recovery
Douglas Blume 
Dennis Johnson 
Pat Smith 
Marge Anderson 
Bob Zschau 
Herman Janssen   
Jeff Ferree 
Mary Beth Tamm 
Shirley Kolbus 
Shoni Anderson 
Charles Stodden 
Bianca Stodden  

Lora Grubbs   
Jim Duey 
Larry Griffith 
Susan Sochowski 
Maggie Kirts  
Art Welton  
Carol Welton  
Dan Johnson 
Chris Greer 
Thomas Seaman 
Carolyn Muessman 
Gene Ewald 

Connie Elder 
John Metzger 
Lorene Reinhart  
Alvin Schagemann 
Art & Charlotte 
Zuhone  
Harvey Janssen  
Terri Fry 
Eugene Schultz 
Vickie LaFray  

Gathered in Worship last week: 196 

Giving Numbers 
Budgeted:  $34,076 
Received:  $25,526 
 
Sunday School Attendance: 83 
Adults: 49 
Children: 34 

Church Announcements 
Men’s Club meeting on Thursday, February 9th has been cancelled. 
Our next meeting will be Thursday, March 9th.  

Lutheran Hour Sunday On Sunday, February 19th we will celebrate 
Lutheran Hour Sunday. For over 100 years LHM has been committed 
to sharing the gospel.  

Celebrant Rev. Andrew Herzberg Rev. Andrew Herzberg 
Cantor/Organist Peter Eckardt Peter Eckardt 
Head Elder Scott Harris Brock Montgomery  
Asst. Elder Brock Montgomery Scott Montgomery  
Altar Guild Natasha Hagen & 

Therese Miller 
Nancy Gass & 
Laura Zuhone  

Acolytes Christopher Martin & 
Ike Houck 

Grant Jackson & 
Brenden Prince  

Special Music Youth Choir  



Annual Reports: Just a reminder that all church organizations must 
turn in a 2022 annual report to the church office. These reports are 
due no later than the end of February.  

Interested in learning more about St. John’s? Join Pastor Herzberg 
for an introduction to the Lutheran Faith. This is a great class for 
those who are interested in joining St. John’s and for those wanting a 
refresher on what the Lutheran Church believes, teaches, and 
confesses. This class runs during the Bible Class Hour.  

Bible Class with Cantor Eckardt Jan. 22–Feb. 19 
We’ll be discussing the themes of the Epiphany season, 
Transfiguration, and Pre-Lent in the Sunday morning adult Bible Class 
(Fellowship Hall), exploring the Scriptures, Confessions, culture, and 
art along the way. 

“Adopt a shut-in”- Parish Life: Once again we have the opportunity 
to share some love to our congregation’s shut-ins. When you adopt a 
shut-in, please make sure to contact that person/couple at least once 
a season with a visit, phone call, card, or gift. If you are interested in 
doing so, please see the sign up sheet in the hallway by the 
Fellowship Hall. 

A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life “Pre-born babies are 
patients who deserve the rights and protections applicable to 
children and adults.” Dr. William Lile, Pensacola, Florida – A Life 
Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

Exciting News! Progress is being made! The two committees put 
together last summer to work on a new school building (building 
committee and development/campaign committee) have been 
diligently at work! The building committee has worked on designs 
and interviewed builders. The development/campaign committee has 
been designing a campaign and working behind the scenes with 
some potential donors. You are invited to join us for the Soaring to 
New Heights Campaign Kick-Off Event. Join us at the McKenna Yost 
Convention Center at the Hilton Garden Inn on Thursday, February 9.  
There is a social hour starting at 5 pm followed by a brief program at 
6:00.  There is no cost, but reservations are needed. Contact 
cthompson@stjls-mattoon.com or call the school office at 217-234-
4911 to make your reservation.  At this event, we will make some big 
announcements including how much has been raised already, how 
the campaign will work, and information about the building.  If you 



have any questions, please contact Principal Wudtke through the 
school office or Alex Hagen (chairman of the development/campaign 
committee) at 217-259-4692. 

God Gives His Gifts: Our Heavenly Father 
graciously gave His only Son to be born 
and live among us. He also, in order to 
save us from our sins, gave His only Son 
over to be crucified and die. Three days 
later, Jesus was resurrected from the grave 
and 40 days later He ascended into 
Heaven. Our Heavenly Father did all this 
to rescue sinners from the grip of the sin, 
death, and the Devil.   

It is easy for us to think of these things as past-tense events and not 
see how God continues to give Himself to us even today, but this is 
exactly what God does! Our Heavenly Father is still giving to us the 
forgiveness which Christ won for us on the cross. Each time we read 
God’s Word God gives to us! Each time we remember our Baptism, 
God gives to us! Every time we take and eat our Lord’s Body and take 
and drink His Blood, God is giving to us the forgiveness of sins! In the 
Sacrament of the Altar, God gives to us the life-giving medicine of 
immortality—His Body and Blood and they are also to strengthen our 
faith.   

Because of what God is giving to us in the Sacrament of the Altar, 
beginning this week, St. John’s will be restoring the biblically 
described and historic practice of offering the Sacrament of the Altar 
every Lord’s Day (Sunday). Over the past year we have done trial runs 
of having it every Sunday and they have gone well.   

It is possible that this practice might be something you are 
uncomfortable with. First and foremost, know that you will not be 
forced to come to the altar each week; we come to the altar at 
Christ’s invitation. Second, you are encouraged to review the Small 
Catechism on the Sacrament of the Altar and it’s benefits to believers. 
Third, this has been a conversation before the Elders for some time 
and the Elders encourage anyone with questions to please speak with 
Pastor Herzberg directly.   

God’s blessings to you as we gather for worship around the gifts 
which God gives—His word and His Sacraments. 



Thank Yous from 1st Grade: Each week for the next three weeks 
you’ll see a different set of messages and Bible verses from Mrs. 
Hagen’s 1st Grade class, showing their appreciation for the members 
of St. John’s. Be sure to have a look! 

Schedule for January 29 – February 5 
Sun 9:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion (Transfiguration) 
 10:20–11:20 am Adult Bible Study/Sunday School   
 2:00 pm Stortzum Gym 
 5:00 pm FIRE  
Mon 8:00 am Laborers of Love 
Tue 6:30 am Men’s Bible Study at Honey Bee Café  
 3:30 pm – 4:15 pm Youth Choir 
 6:00 pm CGB Meeting  
Wed 6:00 pm Adult Choir 
 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm Confirmation Class 
Thurs 10:30 am Bible Study in The Fellowship Hall   
Sun  9:00 am Worship w/Holy Communion (Septuagesima) 
 10:20–11:20 am Adult Bible Study/Sunday School   
 2:00 pm Stortzum Gym 
 



 



 


