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Judica, The Fifth Sunday in Lent – Passiontide 

The name for this Sunday comes from the opening words of the Introit in 
Latin: Judica me, Deus: Judge (vindicate) me, O God. Judica marks the 
beginning of these final fourteen days of Lent called Passiontide; from now 
until Easter, the Church’s focus in her liturgy, prayers, and lessons, is 
directed even more intently on the sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the tenor of the Divine Service becomes yet more somber.  

For this reason the Gloria Patri (“Glory be to the Father . . .”) is omitted 
wherever it would normally appear—from the Introit and the Nunc 
Dimittis in the Divine Service. And, historically, it is on this day that the 
crosses and images of the Church are also veiled, as a Bride mourning over 
her divine Bridegroom, though many churches reserve this custom for 
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, or Good Friday. 

And though we mourn—first, for our sins which caused our Lord’s 
suffering and second, for the pains which he endured—we do not mourn 
as others who have no hope (1 Thess 4:13). For we know what great 
blessing Christ’s passion is for us. It is indeed not so much a bitter passion 
as it is a beata passio, the happy or blessed passion for our redemption! 

Divine Service, Setting Three, 
Lutheran Service Book, page 184 

T             T             T 

Prelude 
Announcements 

BLESSING OF PARAMENTS AND VESTMENTS 
~ Given to St. John’s Lutheran Church by Barbara Degler  

in memory of her mother Geraldine Larson ~ 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
  
P Beloved in the Lord: “The Lord reigns; He is robed in majesty; 

the Lord is robed; He has put on strength as His belt.” “Splendor 
and majesty are before Him; strength and beauty are in His 
sanctuary.” 
 

Hymns 
755   420 
440   431 
634   437 
425   604 



It is therefore fitting that we implore the Lord’s blessing as we 
clothe the altar of His sanctuary from which He strengthens and 
preserves us in the true faith. 
 
Also, when He established His presence among His people, the 
Lord God commanded Moses to clothe the priests in garments to 
reflect not their worthiness but His glory, saying, “You shall make 
holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. . . . 
And you shall put them on Aaron your brother, and on his sons with 
him, and shall anoint them and ordain them and consecrate them, 
that they may serve Me as priests.” Therefore, it is fitting that this 
stole and chasuble be sanctified by the Word of God and prayer. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit.  
 
P Let us pray. 

O Lord God Almighty, You instructed Moses Your servant to make 
hangings and fine linens for use in Your tabernacle. We implore 
You to sanctify this frontal, burse, and chalice veil for the 
adornment of Your Church; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord Almighty, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
bless this frontal, burse, and chalice veil. 

C Amen. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, You have revealed Your Son in glory and in beauty, and 
have washed us in His blood and clothed us in His righteousness. 
We implore You to sanctify this stole and chasuble for use in the 
services of Your house. Grant by Your grace that those who wear 
them may be faithful servants to the glory of Your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
P The Lord Almighty, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless this stole and chasuble. 
C Amen. 



MARCH HYMN OF THE MONTH 
Opening Hymn: In the Very Midst of Life ..................................... 755  
Stand for the final stanza. 

Confession and Absolution ............................................... page 184 

Introit (spoken responsively) Psalm 43:3–5; antiphon: vv. 1–2a 
Vindicate me, O God, 
 and defend my cause against an ungodly people, 
from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 
 For you are the God in whom I take refuge. 
Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; 
 let them bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling! 
Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy, 
 and I will praise you with the lyre, O God, my God. 
Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? 
 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God. 
Vindicate me, O God, 
 and defend my cause against an ungodly people, 
from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 
 For you are the God in whom I take refuge.  

Kyrie .......................................................................................... pages 186 
The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Lent. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day ................................... page 189 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your 
people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body 
and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1–14 
 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, 



whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So 
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the 
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told 
him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from 
afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; 
I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to 
you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 
Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they 
went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My 
father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and 
the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, 
“God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So 
they went both of them together. 
 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham 
built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son 
and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached 
out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of 
the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And 
he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his 
eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket 
by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that 
place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of 
the Lord it shall be provided.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Gradual (spoken responsively) Psalm 143:9a, 10a; 18:48a, c 
Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord! 
 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! 
[You] delivered me from my enemies; 
 you rescued me from the man of violence. 

 

Epistle  Hebrews 9:11–15 
 11When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have 
come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with 



hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy 
places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his 
own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of 
defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a 
heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will 
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God. 
 15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who 
are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has 
occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the 
first covenant. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
Tract (spoken responsively) Psalm 129:1–4 
“Greatly have they afflicted me from my youth”— 
 let Israel now say— 
“Greatly have they afflicted me from my youth, 
 yet they have not prevailed against me. 
The plowers plowed upon my back; 
 they made long their furrows.” 
The Lord is righteous; 
 he has cut the cords of the wicked. 

Holy Gospel John 8:46–59 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 [Jesus said:] 46“Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the 
truth, why do you not believe me? 47Whoever is of God hears the words 
of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of 
God.” 
 48The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a 
Samaritan and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a 
demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek 
my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, 
truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see 
death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! 
Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my 
word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father 
Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself 



out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It 
is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But 
you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know 
him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his 
word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw 
it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years 
old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to 
throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed ........................................................................... page 191

Sit 
Hymn of the Day: Christ, the Life of All the Living ..................... 420 

Sermon 

Stand 
Offertory: Create in Me ................................................... pages 192–193 

Sit 
Offering 
Please take this time to fill out the red record of fellowship at the end of the pew. 

Duet: In the Very Midst of Life (LSB 755:2) 
Setting by Caspar Othmayr (1515–53) 

Stand 
Prayer of the Church 

T   SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT   T 
Our Teaching on the Sacrament of Holy Communion: Attending communion 
at our altar indicates agreement with the doctrine and teachings of Scripture that our 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod confesses. Therefore, only confirmed members 
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod should come forward without first 
speaking to the pastor and being instructed. Thank you.

Preface through Agnus Dei ....................................... pages 194–198 

Sit 



 Distribution Hymns (as needed) 

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now ................................................................ 440 
Not All the Blood of Beasts .............................................................. 431 
The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord ............................................... 634 
Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed ....................................................... 437 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ............................................. 425 

Stand 
Nunc Dimittis through Benediction ..................... pages 199–202 
The Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father . . . ) is ommitted during Passiontide; 
thus, the Nunc Dimittis ends with “the glory of Thy people Israel.” 

Closing Hymn: I Bind unto Myself Today .................................... 604 
The Postlude is omitted during Lent. 

T             T             T 

                             3/17/24                3/20/24                   3/24/24                     
                             Lent 5                   Lent Midweek        Palm Sunday  

Altar Flowers are given by Larry & Nancy Maxedon in celebration of 
their 57th Wedding Anniversary. 

Prayers of sympathy to the families of Ellen Lane and Benetia Brady.  

 

Celebrant Rev. Andrew 
Herzberg 

Rev. Andrew 
Herzberg 

Rev. Andrew 
Herzberg 

Organist Peter Eckardt   Peter Eckardt Peter Eckardt 
Head Elder Scott Harris  Scott Harris Scott Harris 
Asst. Elder Kevin Lange Kevin Lange Kevin Lange 
Altar Guild Tara Stortzum & 

Jennifer Warfel  
Tara Stortzum & 
Jennifer Warfel 

Tara Stortzum & 
Jennifer Warfel 

Acolytes Mabrey VanHoveln 
& Nicholas Martin  

Eilley Hughes & 
Mabrey VanHoveln 

Sam Harris &  
Liz Herzberg 

Ushers J. Hammerschmidt  
& Noah Lange   

J. Hammerschmidt  
& Noah Lange   

J. Hammerschmidt  
& Noah Lange   

Special Music Katie Herzberg & 
Peter Eckardt 

 Youth Choir 



Those in Need of Comfort, Health, & Recovery
Our Members:  Norma Schussler, Marge Anderson, Connie Elder, Rich & 
Clara Woelber,  Kay Pointon, & J. Tom Donnell 

Those Shut In: Pat Smith, Bob Zschau,, Shirley Kolbus, Lorene Reinhart, 
Alvin & Judy Schagemann, Art Zuhone, Dorothy Roling, Marlene Zuhone, 
Sara Doehring, & Doris Dallas 

Friends of our Congregation: Douglas Blume, Jeff Ferree, Megan Gilbert, 
Charles Stodden, Bianca Stodden, Jim Duey, Larry & Bebe Griffith, Susan 
Sochowski, Chris Greer, Brooklyn Dotson,  Terri Fry, Connie McNeilius, 
Rick Ivester, John Bell, Gary Willenborg, Jessie Spence, Lee  Pygott, Derick 
Shy, Linda Scheer, Larae Sharp, Dave Jones, Addison Orris, Clint Wilson, 
Raelle Jackson, Karen Phillips, & Jacob McQueen

 

Church Announcements
Reminder: If you want to use the gym for any reason, you have to first 
let the Church Office or the Athletic Director know to avoid conflicts.  

Come join our family as we celebrate 30 years of marriage between Bill 
& Shirley Donnell in the fellowship hall at St. John’s Lutheran Church on 
April 6, 2024 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. Bill and Shirley were married in 
Durant, OK on April 9, 1994 and have resided in Mattoon, IL for the last 
30 years.  

Portals of Prayer: The Portals of Prayer for April – June are currently 
available. They are located on the ledge outside of the church office. If 
we run out, we will try to have more out the following week.  

Ladies Aid will NOT be meeting this Thursday, March 21st. They will meet 
again on April 18th.  

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held Saturday, March 30th from 10-
11am. We are looking for candy and small prize donations to fill the 
eggs. Please bring all donations to the church office.      
 

Easter Lily Order: Easter is just around the corner and we will 
be decorating the church again this year with Easter Lilies. If 

you would like to purchase a plant or plants to help 
beautify our chancel for our Easter services, please fill out 
an order form located on the ledge by the church office. 

Order forms  are due with payment of $20 by TODAY 
Sunday, March 17th. 

Annual Reports: Just a reminder that all church organizations must turn 
in a 2023 annual report to the church office.  



Giving Numbers: 
Budgeted: $315,203 Received: $316,232 
Missions: $5,390 collected of $10,400 pledged 

Attendance Last Sunday: 203   Evening Prayer: 115 

Sunday School Attendance: 
Adults: 38 Children: 22 

Stewardship Thought: Genesis 22:2 – “He said, ‘Take your son, your only 
son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell 
you.’” It’s hard for us to even fathom a faith as strong as Abraham’s — he 
follows the Lord’s Word even when it seems impossibly hard. But he does 
so because he knows that the Lord only means to bless. What happened 
here to Abraham should be an encouragement for us: trust the Lord and 
keep His Word. 

Upcoming Funerals: 
Monday, March 18th – The Visitation for Ellen Lane will be from 9:00-
11:00 am followed by her funeral at 11:00 am.   
Thursday, March 21st – The Visitation for Benetia Brady will be from 
9:30-10:30 am followed by her funeral at 10:30 am.  
Friday, March 22nd – The Visitation for Herman Janssen will be from 
9:30-10:30 am followed by his funeral at 10:30 am.  
There will be a meal to in the Fellowship Hall following all three 
funerals. If you are able, Ladies’ Aid is asking for help with desserts 
or a monetary donation for the chicken. There is a sign up in the 
kitchen for all three meals.  

  



Schedule for March 17 – March 24 
Sun 9:00 am Divine Service (Lent 5)  
 10:20–11:20 am Adult Bible Study/Sunday School 
 5:30 pm School of Bach 
 6:00 – 8:00 pm Hughes Gym  
Mon 8:00 am Laborers of Love  
 9:00 – 11:00 am – Ellen Lane Visitation  
 11:00 pm Ellen Lane Funeral 
 4:30 pm PTL Meeting   
Tue 6:30 am Men’s Bible Study – Honey Bee Café  
 3:30–4:15 pm Youth Choir 
 6:00 – 8:00 pm Hughes – Gym  
Wed 8:30 am Chapel 
 5:30 – 6:20 pm Lenten Meal hosted by St. John’s Lutheran School 
 6:30 pm Evening Prayer    
 7:15 – 8:00 pm Confirmation Class  
 7:15–8:15 pm Adult Choir 
Thurs 10:00 am Bible Class  
 9:30 – 10:30 am Benetia Brady Visitation 
 10:30 am Benetia Brady Funeral   
 6:00 – 8:00 pm Hughes Gym 
 7:00 pm Men’s Study in Windsor 
Fri 9:30 – 10:30 am Herman Janssen Visitation 
 10:30 am Herman Janssen Funeral  
Sun      9:00 am Divine Service (Palm Sunday)  
 10:20–11:20 am Adult Bible Study/Sunday School 
 5:00 pm FIRE 
 6:00 – 8:00 pm Hughes Gym  
  



Lent Midweek Services 

Wednesday, March 20 
5:30 pm – 6:15 pm Meal (St. John’s Lutheran School) 

6:30 pm Evening Prayer 

Maundy Thursday, March 28  
5:30 pm – 6:15 pm Meal (Altar Guild) 

6:30 pm Divine Service 

Good Friday, March 29 
12:00 pm Tenebrae Service 

6:30 pm Divine Service 
 

Easter Sunday Services Schedule 

Sunday, March 31 
6:30 am Easter Sunrise Divine Service 
7:30 am – 8:45 am Easter Breakfast 
9:00 am Easter Day Divine Service  

 

 


