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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a
parish of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (lems.org), where
God's people gather to receive the
gifts of Jesus Christ in Word and
Sacrament. Welcome in the name
of the Lord!

We are blessed to have a vibrant
and growing parochial school,

St. John’s Lutheran School
(Preschool & K-12), serving the
families of the church and the
Mattoon community with a
Christ-centered education.

For more information, visit
stjls-mattoon.com, or contact the
school office at 217-234-4911.
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GUESTS, we pray you are comforted by the Gospel and feel welcome
among us. We invite you to introduce yourselves.

CHILDREN OF ALL AGES ARE WELCOME in the Divine Service. Restrooms

and a cry room/nursery are located in the narthex.

THE ORDER OF SERVICE with all page numbers for the hymnal,
Lutheran Service Book, is found in this bulletin, as well as each week’s
Propers*. The end of the bulletin contains St. John’s weekly news and
announcements. The large-print bulletins also contain the text of the
hymns and liturgy for the convenience of those who may need it.

*The Propers are the Psalm verses (Introit and Gradual) and Readings that are
appointed for (or “proper to”) the particular Sunday in the Church Year.

Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-9).

About the Cover ~ The Entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem

Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld’s (1794—1872) depiction of Jesus entering




Divine Service, Setting Three, Hvmns
Lutheran Service Book, page 184 331 332
333 639
T T T 343 350
335 341
Prelude
Announcements
Opening Hymn: The Advent of Our King.........c.cccccomevverneeeeineeneens 331
Confession and Absolution............c.cccccoovvivinrirnrinrinns page 184
Introit (sung responsively with cantor) From Psalm 25
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To you, O Lord, 1 lift | up my soul.*

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame.
Let not my enemies exult | over me.*

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame.

Make me to know your ways, | O Lord;*
teach me | your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my
sal- | vation;*
for you I wait all the | day long.
May integrity and uprightness pre- | serve me, *
for I | wait for you.
Redeem Israel, | O God,*
out of all his | troubles.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

To you, O Lord, 1 lift | up my soul.*

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame.
Let not my enemies exult | over me.*

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame.

KYTIC .o page 186

The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent.



Collect of the Day
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we
may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by
Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:5-8
>“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise
up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. °In his
days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the
name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’
"“Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when
they shall no longer say, ‘As the Lord lives who brought up the people of
Israel out of the land of Egypt,” *but ‘As the Lord lives who brought up
and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the north country and
out of all the countries where he had driven them.” Then they shall dwell
in their own land.”

P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual (sung responsively with cantor) Psalm 25:3-4
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None who wait for you shall be | put to shame; *

they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, | O Lord;*

teach me | your paths.

Epistle Romans 13:8-14

80we no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. °The commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall
not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” '’Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

"Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first
believed. *The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast
off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. *Let us walk
properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual



immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. "“But put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia LSB190
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Al-le - lu - ia. Aldle-lu - ia. Alde-Iu - ia.

Verse (sung by cantor) Psalm 85:7

Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.

Alleluia repeated.

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:1-9
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

"When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into
the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. *If anyone says
anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,” and he will send
them at once.” *This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet,
saying,

“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.””

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. "They brought
the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on
them. ®Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. *And the crowds
that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to
the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



ApPOostles’ Creed ... page 192

Sit
Hymn of the Day: Savior of the Nations, Come ........................ 332

Sermon

Stand
Offertory: Create inMe ........occovvvevevernrenrrirsenrnnee. pages 192-193

Sit
Offering
Please take this time to fill out the red record of fellowship at the end of the pew.

Stand
Prayer of the Church

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T

Our Teaching on the Sacrament of Holy Communion: Attending communion at our
altar indicates agreement with the doctrine and teachings of Scripture that our Lutheran
Church—Missouti Synod confesses. Therefore, only confirmed members of the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod should come forward without first speaking to the pastor and
being instructed. Thank you.

Preface through Agnus Dei ... pages 194-198

Sit

Distribution Hymns (as needed)
Once He Came in BIESSING ..........ovvevenreeeiirieeiseeeeiee e 333
Wide Open Stand the GALES..........cuvuecureuceneureciricncirecircaeecans 639
Prepare the Royal HIGAWAY ........ccooveerevererieeneresere 343
Come, Thou Precious Ransom, COME ........oeveeeevreeeeeeeerereeeeeereeen. 350
O Bride of CRIiSt, REJOICE .......veomveeereeceeeeeeeeseeeseee e 335

Stand




Nunc Dimittis through Benediction...................... pages 199-202

Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates.................. 341

Postlude

Advent 1 (Ad Te Levavi) ~ The Lord Jesus Comes in Humility to
Redeem Us

The new Church Year begins by focusing on the humble coming of
our Lord. “Bebhold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a
donkey” (Matt. 21:5). Even as He was born in a lowly manger, so Jesus
rides into Jerusalem on a beast of burden. For He bears the sin of the
world. He is the Son of David riding to His enthronement on the
cross, where He shows Himself to be “The LORD s our Righteonsness”
(Jet. 23:5-6). Our Lotd still comes in great humility to deliver His
righteousness to us in the Word and Sacraments. Before receiving
Christ’s Body and Blood, we also sing, ““Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord! Hosanna in the bhighest!” (Matt. 21:9) And as we receive the
Sacrament, we set our hearts on His return in glory, for “our salvation
is nearer to us now than when we first believed” (Rom. 13:11).

~ LCMS Lectionary Summaries

T T T
11/30/2025 12/03/25 12/07/25
Advent 1 Evening Prayer Advent 2
Celebrant Rev. Andrew Rev. Andrew Rev. Andrew
Herzberg Herzberg Herzberg
Organist Peter Eckardt Peter Eckardt Peter Eckardt
Head Elder | Kurt Rankin TBD TBD
Asst. Elder | Alex Hagen TBD TBD
Altar Guild | Tara Stortzum & | Margaret Hage | Margaret Hagen
Connie Elder Janice Mann Janice Mann




Kacie Richey Kacie Richey
Acolytes Mabrey Annabelle Colvis | Bella Bowen
VanHoveln & & &
Kennedy Wirth Ethan Colvis Ethan Pierce
Ushers Scott Harris Dan Osterman Dan Osterman
William Smith & lke Houke & lke Houke

Attendance Last Week: 191
Education Hour: 28 (Adult Class) 55 (Sunday School)

Giving Numbers
Budgeted: $242,499 Received: $215,552

Missions: $7,916 of $10,000

Those in Need of Comfort, Health, & Recovery

Our Members: Marge Anderson, Bob Koelling, Helen Smock, Laura
Zuhone, David Uphoff, Mark Uphoff, Norma Schussler, Rachel Farmer,
Carol Welton, Pat Wetzel and Janice Mann

Those Shut In:, Art Zuhone, Rich & Clara Woelber, Bob Zschau,
Lorene Reinhart, Alvin & Judy Schagemann, Dorothy Roling, Sara
Doehring, Doris Dallas, Martha Spencer, and Karen Johnson Bill &
Shirley Donnell and Nancy Donnell

Friends of Our Congregation: Douglas Blume, Jeff Ferree, Charles
Stodden, Bianca Stodden, Susan Sochowski, Linda Scheer, Addison
Orris, Karen Phillips, Bill Crane, Renee Dosien, Rick Ivester, Alan
Phelps, Jerry Buesking, Jim Russell, Margo Haas, Barb Hinkle, Neil
Miller, Amy Lawrence, Barb Kirts, Carol McDaniel, Brendan Harms, and
Tammy Weber

Church Announcements
Do you have a special event or date you want to celebrate? Do you
have a loved one you wish to honor? Consider a brick in our
Memorial Garden. You can order a V2 stone or a full stone. Contact
the church office or Bill Havlik at 217-234-3337 for more information.

2026 Giving Envelopes are now on the table outside the fellowship
hall. If you do not see your name and would like giving envelopes for
2026 please call the church office 217-234-4923 or email at
churchoffice@stjls-mattoon.com.




Advent meals: December 171" is still open if anyone is interested in
signing up to provide Advent meals this year, please call the church
office at 217-234-4923.

Ladies Aid is now selling pecans and dish clothes before and after
church service. We are also selling raffle tickets for the Wooden Farris
wheel, train, and plane till the Cookie Walk December 6™. We will
draw the names that day!

The St. John’s Service Eagles are teaming up with Mattoon One
Stop Community Christmas this year to share the joy of gifting those
in need! Each student is invited to donate 1 NEW book for a child
their age. Our goal is to collect over 500 new books to brighten the
holidays for kids in our community! The Book Drive will be through
December 5

Poinsettias: Christmas is just around the corner! We will be
decorating the church again this year with poinsettias. If you would
care to purchase a plant to help beautify the chancel for our
Christmas services, please fill out the form located outside the church
office with your payment, by noon Monday, December 8. We will be
purchasing the poinsettias from a different supplier this year. If you
have any questions please call the church office at 217-234-4923.
Price is $10.

Ladies Aid will be hosting a Holiday Cookie Walk with a Christmas
Shoppe on Saturday, December 6" from 8:00-10:30am. We are
asking you to make your favorite Christmas Creation (cookies, bread,
holiday snack mix, drink mix, etc.) and bring to the kitchen on Friday,
December 5™. Containers and labels will be available in the kitchen
ahead of time for your convenience. Please no fudge or cream
cheese, or cream pies, etc. Please label items if they contain nuts.
Thank you in advance!

Hanging of the Greens: all members of the congregation are invited
to help decorate the church for Christmas today after Bible Class
(11:30 am)

We are seeking a reliable and motivated part-time custodian to
join our team on the evening shift. The position involves general
cleaning and maintenance of our high school facility to ensure a safe



and welcoming environment. For more information or to apply,
please contact Meghan Hagen or Heather Veach at 217-234-4923.

Enjoy a meal at Chick-Fil-A and help St. John's School Tuesday,
December 9™, 5-7pm at the Mattoon location. 5% of qualifying sales
will be donated back to the school.



Schedule for November 30-December 7

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sun

9:00 am Divine Service (Advent 1)
10:20-11:20 am Bible Class/Sunday School

8:00 am Laborers of Love

3:30 pm Archery Practice- Church Gym
5:30 pm School Board Meeting

6:30 pm Elders Meeting

6:30 am Men's Bible Study — Honey Bee Café
3:30 pm Archery Practice- Church Gym

3:30-4:15 pm Youth Choir
6:00-7:30 pm Adult Choir

8:25 am 15-5" Chapel

9:44 am 6'™-HS Chapel

3:30 pm Archery Practice

5:30 pm Advent Meal

6:30 Advent Service

10:00 am Bible Study

3:30 pm Archery Practice-Church Gym
3:30 pm Archery Practice- Church Gym

9:00 am Divine Service
10:20-11:20 am Bible Class/Sunday School
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Midweek Advent Services Schedule
Wednesday, December 3, 6:30 PM
Advent dinner at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall — Ladies Aid

Wednesday, December 10, 6:30 PM
Lessons & Carols Service (w/Adult and Youth Choirs)
Dinner at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall-School

Wednesday, December 17, 6:30 PM
Sunday School Christmas Program
Dinner at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall = Volunteers needed

R

R

School Christmas Programs

Middle and High School Choir Concert
Monday, December 8, 2025 @ 6:00pm — Sanctuary

Preschool Christmas Program
Thursday, December 11, 2025 @ 6:00pm — Church Gym

Kindergarten—3rd Grade Christmas Program
Tuesday, December 16, 2025 @ 9:00am and 6:00pm — MS/HS Gym

4th Grade—High School Christmas Program
Thursday, December 18, 2025 @ 9:00am and 6:00pm — MS/HS Gym
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Christmas Services Schedule
Wednesday, December 24, 4:30 PM
Christmas Eve Divine Service

Wednesday, December 24, 11:00 PM
Christmas Eve Midnight Divine Service

Monday, December 25, 9:00 AM
Christmas Day Divine Service
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